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Our audit approach

What did we find?

Why did we do this audit?
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Why did we do 
this audit?

• Economic and ecological 
importance of forests in 
the EU

• The EU funding allocated 
to tackling forest fires

• The projected expansion 
of fire-prone areas and 
longer fire seasons in 
most EU regions
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Planning

• No overview at the 
EU level of the 
amounts spent on 
forest fires related 
measures

• Initial mapping of the 
projects and funding 
instruments -> 
overall consistency of 
actions addressed by 
each funding 
instrument



Ι Design and coordination of the EU funded 
measures

Ι Selection procedures of the projects

Ι Monitoring for assessing the long-term 
sustainability and effectiveness of the 
measures/projects
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How is the EU 
funding used to 
address forest 
fires in the EU?

What did we look at?



Implementation: Our audit approach
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Implementation: Our audit approach
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Analysed projects by fund and area

 Project selection and scoping: when selecting the projects, it can be difficult to find the 
right balance in covering a broad spectrum of different types of projects vs having a 
meaningful sample that allows to draw conclusions and make comparisons.



Implementation: Our audit approach

Page 8

 We found no assessment or evaluation of the effectiveness of the projects, but 
with the help of the JRC, we were able to assess the effectiveness of the 
EU-financed preventive works project conducted in 2019.

Source: ECA, EFFIS/JRC.



Ι More preventive measures, but incomplete 
overview of the amounts of EU funding 
spent on forest fires-related 
projects/measures

Ι There were shortcomings in the project 
selection process (e.g. outdated forest fire 
risk maps; no guarantee that the EU 
financed the most impactful actions)

Ι Long-term sustainability of the financed 
projects was not consistently ensured

Ι Monitoring revealed little about the results 
achieved with the EU money
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More money on 
prevention, but 
insufficient 
evidence of results 
and their long-
term sustainability

What did we find?
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